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New Haven enterprise failed, and by 1660 the
wealth of the colony had materially diminished
and the settlement had become "little else than
a colony of discouraged farmers." Among all the
colonies in New England and elsewhere there
was considerable coasting traffic, and vessels
went to Newfoundland and Bermuda, and even
to the distant West Indies, to Madeira, and to
Bilboa across the ocean. Ever since Winthrop
built the Blessing of the Bay in 1631, the first sea*
going craft launched in New England, Massa-
chusetts had been the leading commercial colony,
and her vessels occasionally made the long tri-
angular voyage to Jamaica, and England, and
back to the Bay. The vessels carried planks, pipe
staves, furs, fish, and provisions, and exchanged
them for sugar, molasses, household goods, and
other wares and commodities needed for the
comfort and convenience of the colonists.

The older generation was passing away. By
1660, Winthrop, Cotton, Hooker, Haynes, Brad-
ford, and Whiting were dead; Davenport and
Roger Williams were growing old; some of the
ablest men, Peters, Ludlow, Whitfield, Desborough,
Hooke, had returned to England, and, others less
conspicuous had gone to the West Indies or to